
Sunday, December 3, 2023 ~  First Sunday of Advent 

 



Sunday, December 3, 2023 ~  First Sunday of Advent 

 

Mass Intentions 

Sun. Dec 3 8:00 am 
Kenny & Ann Pfannenstiel 

family 

Wed. Dec 6 7:30 am +Mary Jane Koerner 

Fri. Dec 8 6:00 pm +Farron Leiker 

Sun. Dec 10 8:00 am 
L/D John & Margaret Befort 

family 

Wed. Dec 13 7:30 am +Clarence & Irene Leiker 

Servers 

Sunday, Dec 3 Jacob Leiker & Logan Leiker 

Friday, Dec 8 Hayley Gerstner & Ahnalyn Leiker 

Sunday, Dec 10 Reylyn Leiker & Trenton Staley 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Sun. Dec 3 Jenalyn L, Lauren M, Glenn S, Rhonda S. 

Fri Dec 8 Amy P, Josh W, Tina W, Michelle W. 

Sun. Dec 10 Lilly B, Nathan L, Wendy R, Tony S. 

 Lectors Offertory Gifts 

Sun. Dec 3 Tina Waddell Frank & Paulette Seib 

Fri. Dec 8 Lilly Binder Rich & Sherri Ruder 

Sun. Dec 10 Ernie Binder Randy & Niki Sauer 

Greeters 

Sunday, Dec 3 Amy Pfannenstiel 

Friday, Dec 8 Brian Pfannenstiel 

Sunday, Dec 10 Jeanette Pfannenstiel 

Collection Team 

Sunday, December 3 

Jason Carter, Jerry Gross, Wilbert Gross, Brandon Zimmerman 

Friday, December 8—Volunteers 

Sunday, December 10 

Mark Leiker, Rexton Leiker, John Oborny, Darold Younker 

Traveling Chalice for Vocations 

Sunday, December 3 Ken & Peggy Richmeier 

Sunday, December 10 Ernie & Lilly Binder 

Sunday, December 17 Mark & Dora Leiker 

Sunday, December 24 Deanna Leiker 

From the Desk of Father Damian 

Tithe ~ Stewardship of Treasure 

 

St. Nicholas & The Three Impoverished Maidens or 
The Story of The Dowries 

There was a man, once rich, who had fallen on 
hard times. Now poor, he had three daughters of an age 
to be married. In those days a young woman's family had 
to have something of value, a dowry, to offer prospective 
bridegrooms. The larger the dowry, the better the chance 
a young woman would find a good husband. Without a 
dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry. This poor man's 
daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be 
sold into slavery, or worse. 

Word of the family's misfortune reached Nicholas, 
who had the wealth inherited from his parents. Coming in 
secret by night, he tossed a bag of gold into the house. It 
sailed in through an open window, landing in a stocking* 
left before the fire to dry. What joy in the morning when 
the gold was discovered! The first daughter soon wed. 

Not long after, another bag of gold again ap-
peared mysteriously. The second daughter was married. 
The father, now very anxious to know who the secret ben-
efactor was, kept watch during the night. 

A third bag of gold landed inside the house and 
the watchful father leaped up and caught the fleeing do-
nor.  

When the father caught up to Nicholas, he said:  
"Ah, Nicholas, it is you!  You have saved my daughters 
from certain disaster.” 

The father went on: “Why didn’t you tell us who 
you were, so we could thank you?” 

“Because it is good to give and only have God 
know about it,” Nicholas said.  “Instead of thanking me, 
thank God alone for providing these gifts in answer to 
your prayers for deliverance." 

* This is the origin of the custom of hanging a 
stocking for Santa Claus. In some versions the story has 
a shoe, leading to the custom of leaving shoes for St. 
Nicholas to fill. 

    

 

Envelopes $2,041.00 

Loose $21.00 

Total $2,122.00 

Coffee, rolls and conversation following Mass 

this morning hosted by the Christian Mothers. 
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 Larry Roda, Kenny Pfannenstiel, Carol Leglei-
ter, Special Intentions, Becky Robben, Maya 
Gottschalk, Carla Meier, Terry Hauschel, Theo 
Leiker, Chris Brull, Carol Carter, Parishioners in 

Health Care Facilities. Drop requests in the collection bas-
ket or let Lilly know.                                                                                                                                                              
Please let Lilly know when the intention can be removed. 

Events in the Heartland 

Family Perspective  ...Bud Ozar                                            
Today’s gospel tells us to “Be watchful.” This comes natu-
ral to families. Parents are watchful of their children’s 
health, grades and friends. Children are watchful of paren-
tal moods. Today’s gospel encourages us to use this ability 
to see God acting in the innocence, tenderness, love and 
forgiveness of your family. “Be watchful,” the Lord is al-
ready  with you. 

Religious Education:    Wednesday, 6:30 pm. 

      2024 Mass Intentions are now being accepted.  

       Please limit to 3 requests.              

   Stipends $10.00 per Mass.               

Contact Lilly to schedule ~ 785-623-8000 

STARS and STRIPES BREAKFAST at the VFW, 22nd and 
Vine St, Dec. 10, from 7:30am to noon.  Advance tickets 
sold benefits the St. Nicholas Ladies Guild.  For tickets con-
tact Clare Gustin at 785-635-3511.  Advance tickets are 
$11.50 for Adults, $6.50 for Children, under 5 are Free. 

Pictorial Directory:  Plans are to have a pictorial directory 

done for our parish.  In order for this to happen, volunteers 

are needed to work through this process. If you are interest-

ed, please contact Lilly 785-623-8000. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
came to the Hays Community this 
school year.  The Sisters of the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary brought materials to 
set up an atrium for the Catholic school 
community. An atrium is a prepared 
environment for children and adults, in 

which work and study spontaneously become meditation, 
contemplation, and prayer. It is like a retreat house that 
offers a space to ponder the meaning of Scripture and the 
Liturgy. The atrium is named after the entryway into the 
church building in the early Church, where new converts 
learned about Christ and the Christian faith. The atrium is a 
place in which the only Teacher is Christ; both children and 
adults place themselves in a listening stance before his 
Word and seek to penetrate the mystery of the liturgical 
celebration. Materials, which are handmade, are used to 
present a theme to the child, who is free to choose an activ-
ity that will make possible the inner dialogue with the 
“Interior Teacher.” The atrium is a place for nurturing the 
religious life of children rather than a classroom for instruc-
tion. It is a place of meaningful work through which the child 
can have a conversation with God. For more information, 
visit cgsusa.org. 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception                  

 +++ Holy Day of Obligation +++ 

 Mass December 8th at 6:00 p.m.  

Communal Penance Service  Monday, Dec. 11th  at 6:00 p.m. 

Anointing will take place following Mass on 

Sunday, December 17th. 

35th Annual National Night of Prayer for Life 

will be on Friday, Dec. 8, from 8pm to 12am, at 

St. Joseph Church. Join us for prayer in front of 

the Blessed Sacrament “Can you not spend at 

least one hour with me?” This is a Heartland Par-

ishes of Ellis County Event.  

Perpetual Adoration Chapel openings: Saturdays, at 2am; 
and Thursdays, at 1am. Contact Geri Rupp 785-639-5588. 

FHSU Cathedral Christmas Concert Sunday, December 

10 at 3:30 p.m. The Basilica of St. Fidelis, Victoria Start the 

Advent/holiday season on a glorious note with the FHSU 

choirs: Fort Hays Singers, Concert Choir, and Smoky Hill 

Chorale at the annual Cathedral Christmas Concert in Vic-

toria. Hays High School Chamber Singers and Hillsboro 

Girl’s Ensemble are the guest choirs. Also appearing: 

FHSU Horn Ensemble; Tom Meagher, organ; FHSU Saxo-

phone Quartet; several FHSU music faculty will perform, 

plus other members of the Music & Theatre Department. 

The concert is free and open to the public.  

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/cgsusa.org/___.YXAzOmlob206YTpvOmQxNzgxOWU5ZDliODYzZmY5NWY1YmExYWIzZGRjMTY1OjY6OWI3Mzo4ZDY1YWNkMjU0NjQ4YTVhZTI3NDVlZTU2NjE5ZmMwZjhhY2E0YWQ1YzhhYWYzODRjZGJmMmVjZTAyMjIyYjBiOmg6VA
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Catholic School News 

Holy Family Elementary 

 Mandy Meagher Principal 

(785) 625-3131 

Dec 4 Christmas Program KP-5th  7:00 pm 

Dec 6 Arby’s HFE Fundraising Night 

Dec 7 June Birthday Mass & Lunch 

Dec 8 NO SCHOOL—Holy Day 

Dec 11 Mary’s Baby Shower 

Dec 14  December Birthday Mass & Lunch 

 

Thomas More Prep- Marian 
Chad Meitner, Principal 

Bob Leikam, Jr. High Assistant Principal 

(785) 625-6577 

Dec 8 NO SCHOOL—Holy Day  

 

Bible Reflection ~ Stewardship Goal                                                   

“Be watchful!  Be alert!  You do not know when the time will 
come.”  -  Mark 13:33 

We all take things for granted.  In particular, we take time for 
granted.  We make our lives too busy.  We plan our days, 
weeks, months, even years in advance.  Remember, our time 
on earth is a gift.  None of us knows how long we will be 
here.  Start today and begin thanking God for each and every 
day.  Take time in silence, every day, and listen to how God 
is calling you right now to help build His kingdom on earth. 

 

The end of the calendar year is fast approaching. If 

you are considering a year-end donation, please keep 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish in mind. These unex-

pected donations and your ongoing support are great-

ly appreciated. May the Lord bless you abundantly for 

your generosity. 

Reuse & Recycle for Catholic Charities. Catholic Charities 
uses the white, plastic Dillons Pickup bags for their outreach 
services. They are useful in preparing the food and personal 
hygiene bags that are distributed to families. If you would like 
to donate your bags for this service, please call Traci Pfan-
nenstiel at 785-625-2644. 

Advent Prayer for the Family: Heavenly Father, your son, 

Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great sign of your love. 

Guide us as we strive to walk in that love together as a fam-

ily this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, 

bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the 

grace and strength we need every day. Help us to always 

trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to 

you. Come and dispel the darkness of our world with the 

light of your love. Amen.  
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